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Wn (Foie Right Honrble N Wit 23't fig 
GEORGE Earl of BERKELET 
GO V ERNOU R | 

And che Com pany of 7, arky Merchants. | 
"_ Honourable, ec. | 


S I cannot think you could have any other WMhotive 
; to command the publication of this Difcourfe, 
than your cuſtomary Civility ; ſo Iam ſuf ficiently ſenſible 
that it brings nothing along with it that can deſerve your 
acceptance,but the entire ſubmuiſSion I ſhew to your Orders, 
' in an mſtance ſo contrary to my private inclinations, 

T could have been extreamly pleaſed to have had an 
opportunity of acknowledging your obligations, without 
expoſing the weakneſs of my ſervices ; but even this way 
I muſt confeſs 1 am not without ſome ſatisfaftion, in de- 
claring publickly the ſenſe I have of your unanimous kind- 
neſs m the ready choice you made of ſo unyzorthy a Ser: 
vant, and the pleaſure 1 take in being relatedto a Compa- 
ny, whoſe Members, are ſo conſiderable in themſeives, 
and whoſe Commerce us ſo beneficial to the publick. 

' This is an hbnour which all my Predeceſſors in this 
Employ have been ſenſible of ; but I muſt acknowledge 
wth B it 
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it yet d more particular advantage to my ſelf, fince it 
gives me a capacityof continuing ih a Family, m which I 
have lived ſo much to my content, fmce 4 had the happi- 
nefs of bemg admitted a Member of it, Wherem I have 
ſeen ſo much exemplary Vertne, ſo frequent Charities, ſo 
conſtant and regular a Devotion, and ſo profound a re- 
ſpet for all things that'are Sacred; that as. it wulſt be 
eſteemed by all good men, ſo it cannot but be eſpecially 
defirable for a Divine. 

Concerning the Diſcourſe it ſelf I have nothing to 
fay but that it is a plain perſuaſive to a Vertuous and 

Religious Life, and does not pretend to affe ed ornu- 
ments or beawty of ſtyle, that it deſtgns to profit rather 
than delzght, and fo bears ſome reſemblance to its Au- 
thor, whoſe ſervices, thaugh they cannot be pompous, yet 

ſhall alwaies be faithful, whoſe conſtant prayers ſhall be 

for your temporal proſperity and eternal happineſs, and 
who ſhall make it his buſmeſs to endeavour to ſupply his 

Want of Abilities, by acquitting himſelf With all fidelity 

and diligence as becomes 


My Lord and Gentlemen; 


Your moſt obliged and 
moſt humble Seryanr; 


Willias Hye. 


Richer: #4 ine ii bilh's (es. N/A 
| aarghtr Btrt and Rephrevaſheſs 


one {is = | 
lime Joys-of Hewes ought to he .the.ps 
that ane, tuff tn.the baſe. 
that they: are bhe maſt lkely 
companions af Seiwe aki dugelr, who rendes _ 
ſelves unfit for the ſociety 0 Men, and are b d 


into the number of the Beaſts Mar pars : 
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gven 18 tw Life, has: s A dapendance upan 
Morality 
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Morality and Religion, is the obſervation of all that 
pretend to ſtudy the:mind of mari,” nd thenahire 


of things, and is denied by none, bug*by thoſe who 
will either give chamnſeees No * Jug think at -pll, 
or elle Meier xg mghts upon nothing that 
is ſerious and profitable.” oO 


How troubleſome, how unſatisfatory, yea and 
how pernicious too all our worldly goods are, is 
too too evident, when they are-ngCdireced by pru- 
dence, enjoyed with ſobriety, and managed accord- 
ing to the dictates of Juſtice and Charity ; and par- 
ticularly "Wealth _ — | ns are. ” eagerly 

roſecuted: by mankind, as. the 1nſtrjiment of. all our 
ect = pas bs TR: Hog indeed” but heavy 
incumbrances and unprofitable lumber, if they are 
not madetiſe of to reward the'good; to excite the di- 
ligent/-and -to relieve: the oppreſſed. - - The poor man 
that 'efjoys «quiet, 'irepoſe and” content" in a mean 
eftate; that neither withes'for! wealth as a means to 
oratifie* his liſts; nor" gazes on it/ as an obje: that 
moves his efivy';'that fears God, loves his Neighbour, 
and relies” upon the! bleffing-: of 'Providence,”and the 
from of HisTRQuftty,v45 not'only confeſſed by/all con- 
fiderate 'men"to-:e9joy--the'Fraeft | Riches, -but is eveii 
frequently ervied by thoſe who find themſelves ſar- 
rounded with abundance and ſuperfluity.- 


Ws 
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Bur that Religion ſhouldi be the path' that leads 
to Wealth and Subſtance, and that to be good is the 
way to become r:ch,- this ſeems to be a Paradox con- 


trary to the ſentiments of : mankind, the experience 
_—_——  _ Tr 7 of 
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of all:Ages,' and the common voice of thoſe who re- 
fle& upon the | irregularitiez of the World, who have 
no. one greater. fubje& : of:complaint; than: that the 
rewards of! Vertue: are poſſeſſed by. Vice,] that baſe- 
neſs, flattery, and hypocriſie, are provided with ſu- 
perfluities, whilſt Goodneſs. meets with nothing but 
a—_ applauſes, and ftarves whilſt it is com- 


| Piety indeed may comfort us in our wants, and: 
fupport/ us in our afflitions, and we may find help 
in God when we have none from men ; nay, it may 
be | an excellent Stemard. even: .of Riches themſelves 
when they are: once: gotten, to lay them out. for a 
greater purchaſe than Earth will afford,” to manage 
them ſo, that they may neither rob us of our inno- 
cence, nor God of our hearts; but that it ſhould be 
the beſt Faftor to gain them, and ſtore them up, that 
Rzches ſhould dwell. with Yertze, and durable Riches 
with Righteouſneſs, is an Afſertion ſo oppoſite to the 
perſwaſion of the Warld,. that: it ſeems to be rather 


the wild affirmation of a perſon deſirous to defend 


a Novelty, than the Do&rine of one that would in- 
culcate a ſerious and-a ſober Truth, 2 


The practice of the Age diſcovers to us very dif: 
ferent means for the heaping up of Treaſure; Craft 
and 'Subtlety, Fraud and:Circumvention, :Opprefſion 
and Rapine,' Fawning and.Hypocrifie, and: other me- 
thods too ſhameful to name are, alas ! the approved 
Arts of thoſe who make moſt haſt to become rich,and all 
the Chanels in which Wealth is found to flow,ſeem to 


AO 
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be ſuch to which Piety and:'Religion are ytter ſtran- 
gers, ſo that it may |be the duty, and perhaps the 
happineſs of good men, to deſp:fe Riches, |but-'tis not 
| like to'be their fortune to gerp or. emap them; 1); 1 


But how repugnant ſoever the praftice .of the 
World may be, and however unfit Relgipy and #er- 
zue may at firſt fight appear for the procuring .of 
Wealth and Subſtance, yet upon a nearer view, and 
a fuller confideration, we ſhallfind that they do real - 
ly lead and condut us.to the maſt ample even. of 
thoſe enjoyments, that they are all glorious within, 
_ and that their Clothing too 1s of - wrought Gald 5 that 
_ Prety is of that nature, that 'it need: not affright us 
from her embraces by an apparent Powerty, that it 
does not only invite us by propoſing the; maſt real 
contentment, the moſt laſting delights, and the meſt 
ſublime enjoyments.of the mind and better part, but 
- that even the avaricious may here find wherewith 
to content himſelf, and gratifie his moſt laviſh de- 
fires: For ſo we are _— the greateſt of 
men, ſeated in the moſt ous proſpeR, in 


vantagio 
poſleffion of mou wealth and abundance, and 
what is more, inſpired by God himſelf with a Divine 


judgment and underſtanding, and therefore certainly 
one Who was moſt able to judge what is the beſt 
method of acquiſition, by him I fay we are informed 
that Piety is the ſureft and ſtraiteft way to wealth: 
for as he tells us in the 'words of my Text, R:ches 
and Honour are with hev, yea darable Riches and 
Righteouſneſs. F323 | 312 


The 
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The Relative Me in tiy Text hay relatiofi to 
Wiſts,” who Solemon introduces ſpeaking ih the 
12th verſe of this Chapter z and by Wifdem is ge- 
nerally meant in this Book of Proverbs, that which 
only deſerves tle tame of Trae Wiſdom, z. e: Vertue 
yn the Fear of God: For ſo the wiſe man explains 
himfelf when he fays, The Fear of the Lord #* the be- 
ning, of (as the Original rather ſignifies) the per- - 
of. of Weſdom, and therefore the ſenſe of the 
words is what I have already hinted it to be, viz. - 
With Piety ave Riches and Homonr, yea durable Riches + 
and Righteonſweſi. 


There is nothitig more uſual in the Writings of 
Solomon, than to reiterate- the ſame Aſertion in ſub- 
ſtance with ſome variation .of phraſe. So at c. 12, 
v. 28. it is ſaid, In #$e way of I s there 15 
life, and in the pathway - thereof - there it no death. 
And c.5. v. 22. - His own iMiquitres ſhall: take the 
wicked himſelf, and he ſhall be holden with the cords of 
hrs fins. _ And inconfermity- to theſe atid many other 
places of the like-natury, 1 take the two-parts of my - 
Text to: fignifie ons atwl - ths. ſams thing, and that 
the different expreſſion is only - 6 {et off the Truth 
more advantagioufly, and the repetition tvinculcate 
and! impreſs:it the devper upon. the mitids of men : 
Ss that Riches' ad Howowe -irs this place ſignifies 
the- ſame t d8' Rithts” ad Riphtevaſneſs, and 


the diffbretice: hes onhly' in the ddfifien of datrable, 
to:make the latter part-vof the ſentence more elegattt 
ans pathevick. - Bs Pt 


Now - 
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Now: Rzghteouſneſs ſignifying moſt frequently ir: 
Scripture, eſpecially when it-is joyned with Rzcher, 
that part of general Righteouſneſs or univerſal Juſtice 
which is oppoſite to Avarice, and 1s uſually called 
Liberality and Charity, the ſenſe of the latter clauſe 
will be, . that Piety gives durable Riches, and diſpo- 
{itions likewiſe to make a liberal and charitable uſe 
of them; and conſonant to this the Honour in the 
firſt part of my Text muſt denote that honour which 
ariſes from ſuch a bountiful management of Riches, 
and ſo is the conſequent and effet# of Righteouſneſs, 
which is nothing elſe but that due management. And 
thus the whole Znſe of the words ſeems to be briefly 
compriſed in theſe: three particulars. That Piety 1s 
the moſt effectual means, 


1. To gain Riches certainly. 
2, To enjoy them durably. And 
3. To uſe them honourably. 


But this laſt Propoſition, that Piety teaches to ma- 
nage Riches honourably, is that which will at firſt 
ſight be granted by all men of reaſon ; ſince if  Ho- 
nour be taken in the true notion, 'tis nothing elſe but 
the Teſtimony that is given to virtuous and good actions, 
and therefore cannot ariſe properly from any thing 
that-is not guided by. Pzety, Nay, nothing is 'more 
diſhonourable and deteſtable than to- uſe Riches as 
the Idols of our affections, or-the inſtruments of our 
vices, to covet them, doat upon them, and put our 
truſt in them; or to make them ſubſervient To gra- 
rifie- our luſts, oppreſs our neighbours, or obſtruct 
the 
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the courſe of Laws and Juſtice. I ſhall therefore 
wave this as granted on all hands, and confine 'my 
preſent Diſcourſe to the former parts *of my- Text; 
which ſeem more to ſtand.in, need of proof and il- 
luſtration: Namely, that Piety' is the moſt effettual 
means to gain Riches, and to ſecure and perpetuate 
the poſſeſhion of them. 


The moſt effeftual means, I fay; for before T pro- 
ceed further, I muſt premiſe, that all the ſentences 
that occur in this Book of Proverbs are not univerſal- 
Iy infallible, and uncapable of any. exception, but 
that the Book does chiefly conſiſt of ſuch Obſervations 
as are generally true, and ſuch Rules as Prudence 
would commonly dictate : - To give an inſtance of 
each, 'tis a Rale given, c. 22. v. 26. Be not thou one of 
them that ſtrike hands, or of them that are Surettes for 
Debts. And 'tis an Obſervation, c. 10. v. 27. The fear 
of the Lord prolongeth days, but the yeays of the wicked 
ſhall be ſhortued. Now the former of theſe is not fo 
to be underſtood as if all Suretiſhip were utterly 
unlawful, and that there could never happen a caſe 
in which Love, Gratitude or Charity might require 
it at our hands ; but that it is very prudential not to 
engage in it commonly, nor without due caution, 
and previous confideration. ' Nor 1s the latter to be 
taken in that ſenſe, that God does never call a good 
man to himſelf before he arrives at Grey hairs, or 
that the wicked are alwaies cut off in the vigor of 
their youth, but that in the ordinary courſe of 
"things, and the common diſpenſation of Providence, 


the fear of the Lord does tend to the prolonga- 
+ IN — WM tion 
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tion of life, and wickedneſs and debauchery haſten 


our diflolution. 


Now agrecably to theſe and fuch like places, the 
meaning of my Text is not that good men are alwaies 
favoured with Wealth and Riches, or that they nevet 
loſe them when once obtained; nor that *tis irmpoſ- 
ſible for very vicious perſons ſometimes to be raiſed 
to Fortunes and Eſtates z but that however God in 
his extraordinary Providence may diſpoſe of things, 
however he may ſometimes in his Wrath let fin flou- 
Tiſh to make up the meaſure of its wickedneſs ; tna 
let the wigodly be tuſty and ſtrong, ſecure fron the thil- 
fortunes of other men, and proſperous till their Eyes 
ſwell with fatneſs, and they do even what they liſt: And 
however on the contrary it may pleaſe him to'detry 
Riches to the. good and vertuous, or to deprive theth 
of thoſe he had formerly given them, either to thani- 
feſt his own Power, to try their patience, to divett 
their minds from the World to better things, or by 
an adt of the greateſt mercy to deliver them from 
the temptation, when his Omniſcience foteſees they 
would be enſnared by them : Whatever, 1 fay, may 
be the extraordinary diſpoſitions of God's Providence, 
yet ordinarily ſpeaking, and according to the cofrimon 
courſe of things, Vertue and good living does pro- 
mote our temporal advantage, Diety does contribute 
in-1ts own tendency to the acquiſition and enjoyment 
of Wealth, doth naturally exert both - her Boutity 
and her Power, does firſt exrich, and then protect 
her Votaries. 5; s. ; 

2. To 
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1. To begin therefore with the firft, that Piety is the 
moſt effecual means to obtain Riches. Now the truth 
of this will appear from theſe following Confiderations. 


1, That Riches are the gift of God ; that they are 
| not the goods of Fortune, as Fortune is- taken for 
Chance or Accident, but as it is taken for the aver-ru- 
ing Prowdence of God himſelf, who as ſupream Lord 
Maſter of the Univerſe, dipoles of all things in it 
| according tq his own good will and pleaſure, What- 
ever means mans deſire can propoſe to it ſelf, or his 
induſtry make uſe of, have all their being dependent 
upon this great Governour of the World, and their 
| ſucceſs owing tg his blefſing. Doſt thou depend upon 
| the work of thy hands, or the contrivance of - thy 
thoughts, thy bodily ſtrength, or the labour of thy 
mind? both theſe are the power of that God who for- 
med the one,and inſpired the other,whg by one ſingle 
difeaſe can enfeeble the limbs, and blind the under- 
ſtanding, can convert the moſt ave force into trem- 
bling and weaknels, and the maſt excellent judgment 
into frenzy and dotages. Doſt thau promiſe thy (elf 
\ full Barns, and gxpect encreaſe by the crop of thy 
| fields?” 'Tis the ſame God that gives the former aud 14t- 
ter Rain in its ſeaſon, and who can meke @ froitful Land = 
herren, when provoked by the miekedneſs of thoſe that 
dwell therein. Art thou bappy in the favour of thy 
Prince, and perſwadelt thy jelf thou ſhalt be eprigh'd 
Far bounty? reflet that it was the Lord wha gaye 
eph and Nene faxour in the light of their Maſters, 
| and that in his hands are the bearts of Kings, aud bf 
$17115 thens as the Revers of Hieters The ſtream of thele 
2 


earthly 
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earthly Gods affection flows from the heavenly one; 
and thou muſt have firſt gain'd bs favour, before 
thou canſt hope to reap any good from that of his 
Vicegerent. Doſt thou go down to the Sea im Ships, and 
occupy thy buſineſs in great waters ? even there thou 
mayeſt ſee the Providence of God, and his Wonders tn 
the deep ; the ſtormy Winds are at his command, and 
the deſtruction of all thy ſubſtance depends but upon 
the breath of his mouth; thou relieſt in vain upon 
the ſtrength of thy Veſſels, and the sk1ill of thy Pilots, 
if his mercy deliver thee not from the- rage of the 
deep, and bring thee to the Haven where thou wouldeft 


be. 


And indeed whoever does believe that there is a 
God, and conſequently a wiſe and provident Goyernour 
of the World, muſt be forced to grant that the ſuc- 
ceſs of all human enterprizes depends upon his diſpo- 
ſition of things ; but leſt we ſhould not read this Leſ- 
ſon plain enough in the Book of Nature, and ſo look 
no farther than our ſelves, and ſacrifice to our own Nets, 
leſt we ſhould admire our wiſdom and management, 
and pride our ſelves that we have worked out our own 
Fortunes, there is ſcarce any thing that we are more 
frequently put in mind of im Scripture, than that 
Plenty is the gift of Heaven, and that 't#s the bleſſing 
of the Lord that maketh rich. I ſhall inſtance only in 
that one place of Dext. 8. 11, 32. and following verſes; 
Beware that thou forget not the-Lord thy God, im not 
keeping his Commandments, and his Judgments, and his 
Statutes, which I command thee this day, left when thou r 
haſt eaten and art full, and haſt built goodly houſes, and 

| | F<. 7 aa. 
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dwelt therein, and thy flocks and thy 'berdr maliiply, and 
thy felver. and thy is multiplied, and all that: thog 
baft is multephied ten thine heart be lifted up, - and thou 
forget the Lord thy God——and thou ſay; in thine heart, 
My power and the; ſtrength of my hand hath :gotten me 
this wealth, 'but thou ſhalt remember the Lord thy God, 
for it is He that giveth thee/power to get wealth. . + 


-'If therefore it be the: bleſſing».of God that maketh 
rich, and our #ncreaſes. be but the gift of his: bounty, 
what can give us a more probable expectation 'of it 
than Pzety and Yertue.? Theſe. are the things that are 
grateful in his ſight ; perſons .that live according, to - 
theſe Rules, have the honour of God's 'own-approba- 
tion, and he calls them his good and- faithful Servants; 
Nay, what is yet more, . they have the.glorious cha- 
racer of his Fr:ends and Favourites, and who then 
ſhould more reaſonably hope for his gifts, . than thoſe 
that ſerve him religiouſly, and endeavour to pleaſe 
him ? If they are the Favourites of the Almighty, they 
may expect them as ſigns of his love, if-they be- his 
faithful Servazts, as rewards of their fidelity. -- 


2, But if. we are too ſhort-fighted to-diſcoyer the 
fupream original-andifountain of all our. enjoyments, 
if the. hand _ of :God reaching. out unto us our” ac+ 
quiſitions be -not ſufficiently. viſible to our mortal 


Eyes, yet let us in the ſecond place conſider | what 


Piety is, examine -it in its ſelf, and inits conifequen- 

ces, and we ſhall find it to be naturally productive . 

of Riches and Plenty. 0 rw 
5 bom all Jogos Piety, 


I! 
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Piety in its latitude is nothing elſe but. the: habi- 
tual praQtice of Moral and Divine Vertues, and if we 
do but reftect npon thoſe, we ſhall find that. there is 
not one inthe whole Catalogue, but- is either of an 
evident and immediate tendency;or proves at laſt me- 
diately inſtrumental to the enriching of. its fallowers. 
For inſtance, Þ14zfiry or a vigorous proſecution of the 
works of our Calling, not the leaſt conſiderable of 
Moral Vertnes, is thevery Parent of Wealth and Plen- 
ty. He becometh poor that dealeth with @ ſlack hand, 
but the hand "of the diligent maketh rich , Prov. 
70. 4. Induſtry is a noble ſort of Ghymrfiry, which 
extracts Oar out of the moſt mean and unlike- 
ty matter; and there is ſcarce any Employment fo 
low, any Capacity fo weak and ſhallow, but, if del;- 
gence be not wanting, affords and procures not only 
what is neceflary for life, but alſo a convenient pro- 
viſion for dependencies. Temperance does more than 
one way contribute to the ſame end, it preſerves the 
health 1 the body, m_ —_ igor of the —_— 
things hi neceſfary for acilitating any of our 
rr ts ves and preſerves that time to add to | 
our ſtore, which its contrary vice would employ, or 
rather loſe- in diminiſhing tn a of a double 
conſequence, it ſerures our ns, and ecreqſes 
them, and ike the Builders of Feruſalkem, with one 
hand raiſes the Wall, and with the other is arm'd 
againſt thoſe that would demoliſh it. - Huzility in- 
clines the mind to' think nothing 3s below it. which 
is a part of its duty, and fo provides for it ſelf by de- 
ſcending to thoſe Offices which the faftidiouſnefs of | 
Pride would ſtarve rather than put its hand unto. 


Peace 
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Pere, Contord, and Brotherly Love, how do they tend 
ro the enriching of the publick, -and the prolperity of 
all ! Wealth flonriſhes and - s only 'where 'it is 
cheriſhed with the ſoft gales of Peace, 'the rough 
ſtorms of Way with its attendants, 'Waſt, Rapine and 
Phmnder, blaſt and deſtroy it. Concord has alwaies 
had the reputition of increafing the ſmalleſt Bftates, 
and Difcord and Quarrels, ' of ruining the gres- 
teſt 3 nba pedo _— and Mutual Help makes 
every 'perſon of a double ftrength, and interchangeable 
Kin! tices ardynol enuing help 'to-exalt all together 
without the downfal of any. | 1288 


' Tuberality and'Charity, whoſe office:ſeemsto'be only 
to 'Giſpenceanday out what Providence and Induſtry 
bring tm, even theſe themſelves, which 'is ſomething 
| ing, have not the leaft ſhare in-enrichingius : 
er 2 tberabity 1 mean that Benefeence which 
"others as 'they are Servants and Hifervoare s, by Gharity- 
Hoa has regard to them /us neveſſtous und 52: 
[ f, 


For firſt, Liberalityexcites the affetionsRrength 
the hands, and redonbles the Uiligence of thoſe that 
ſerve us, adds love to their-duty, and by that ative 


-evtties, rather than He'under the'ſhametulamnputation 


"of inſenfibility and-ingratitude: 'Sothat'what a'man 
-Jaies out Hberally is as politickly as/it is generouſly 
<diſpoſetl, the fruit of it will abundantly anfwer the 
| -expence, and the feetl-ſown in all probability produce 
a plentiful crop. " _ Fg ;"ugh 


XUM 
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And ſecondly, Charity which difpences its goods 
for the deliverance of the opprefled, the ſuſtenance of 
the poor, and the comfort of the miſerable, will be 
ſo far from exhauſting our ftores, that  1ts returns 
will at laſt be as ample, though perhaps not ſo zme- 
 diately wifible as thoſe of Erugality it ſelf : Not to men- 
tion the preyalency of the. prayers of-an aftiicted Soul 
with Almighty God,, which are ymportunate cravers, 
and generally ſucceſsful intercefſors for bleſſings upon 
the charitable, the vertue 1t ſelf, even in its natural 
.conſequents, will -not, be unaccompanied with con- 
ſiderable advantages. | 


* For'Charity/affe&ts and warms the heart of thoſe 
-who receive it,,as well as their miſeries do the bowels 
of thoſe! that diſpence' it z and as it - moves their 
- Tongues itt; prayers, ſo will it likewiſe their-Hznds too 


- in ſervices and acknowledgments..- -Befides, tis not a 


ſingle perſon that is gained by.a fingle ad of.Charity ; 
all that are poor and miſerable look. upon- themſelves 
as a certain Fratern:ty, and he that obliges and relieves 
one, is bleſt by all the reſt ; they all think themſelves 
bound-to? confult his 'advantage, to do: him ſervice, 
and to endeavour the encreaſe of his riches, who they 
ſee is ready upon occaſion to diſpence them to their 
uſe. Now the moſt Rzch do depend upon the mini- 
ſtry of the Poor, 'tis their hands that gain' Riches 
who poſſeſs the leaſt of them; the winning there- 
fore of theſe to- our ſervice, which is the natural 
conſequence of Charity, is the drawing in of more 
hands to our Aid, and conſequently-the addition of 
more matter to enrich us. 

4, Throw 
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Throw therefore thy bread upon' theſe waters, and is 
ſhall return to thee after many days : Charity is a four- 
tain which at laſt flows into the Sea with a much 
greater current than that it at firſt received from it ; 
what is thus beſtowed ſhall be given back with ample 
intereſt and adyantage, for the charitable man ſhall 


ftill have abundance, and the liberal ſoul ſhall be made 
fat. 


It would be too long to enumerate all the reſt of 
the Vertues in particular, and to ſhew the apparent 
influence of ſome, and the certain, though unſeen con- 
currence of others to advance the' Fortunes of thoſe 
that exerciſe them : Theſe I have inftanced in ſuffici- 
ently make good the aſſertion, that Vertues have” a 
natural tendency to enrich good men, and that they 
who ſeek the Kingdom of God and its Righteouſneſs, are 
ina fair expectation vf having all theſe things added 
to them, I fhall therefore haſten to my third Conſt- 
deration to evince this truth, and that 1s this. 


3. Credit and Reputation in the World have a 
very great dependence upon honeſty and an upright 
life, and they are things abſolutely neceſſary for the 
promotion of our wealth and worldly int- reſt. A goed 
name 1s not only more precions than gold, but it 1s that 
which is- inſtrumental} in the obtaining of it. Riches 
ari.e from a mult;plicity of butineſs, and that is never 
ſo apt to flow to any, as to: him that has the reputa- 
tion of juſt and faithful: No man loves to concern 
himſelf with a-perſon in whony he can have no con- 


dence, and" confidence can never ariſe but from our 
D Own 
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own experience, or other mens atteſtation of the fide- 
lity and honeſty of him with whom we have to do. 


This is ſo apparent, that whoſtzever wrongs a man 
in his credit, is reckoned to be more 1njurious to him, 
than he that robs him of his gocds ; ſince the one 
only takes away what he has at preſent, but the other 
deprives him of the means of ever getting more 
and accordingly all perſons that have any commerce 
Mm the world, make it their greateſt buſineſs to con- 
ſerve a good name and a fair reputation. 


But certainly the only ſol;d foundation of a good 
name 1s Piety and Vertue; for how can he be thought 
to be juſt to his Neighbour, who will rob his God of 
that honour that is due to him; or to have any con- 
cern for the goods of another man, that has not the 
leaſt care for his own Soul > This 1s ſo well known, 
that they who are not truly vertuous, are yet forced 
tacitly to confeſs. the prevalency of Piety, and to 
counterfeit that in appearance which they want in 


, 
reality. 


But without doubt, if the outſide and' image of 
Vertue be at all effectual, the ſubſtance of it muſt be 
much more ſo, muſt be a more certain, a more ſolid, 
and a more durable foundation of credit and a good 
name. Hypocrilie ſtands upon a very lippery. ground, 
tis a dithcult thing for it tobe ſo quick-lighted as:to 
take all its ſteps and meaſures aright, and yet the 
leaſt trip diſcovers the deſign, unmasks the deceit, and 


proves the downfal of the Hypocrice. Belides, difimu-- 
: lation 
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lation puts the mind and thoughts to a kind of racks 
tis a conſtant torture alwaies to ſtifle ones real ſenti- 
ments, and pretend the contrary: Now 'tis next to 
impoſiible that Nature ſhould continually endure this 
violence without ever 'exerting it ſelf, the Heart is 
too active not ſometimes to maſter the Tongue and 
Hands; and whenever this happens, whenever pro- 
vidence, heedleſneſs or prevalency of paſſion laies open 
the intrigue, the hypocrifie ſerves but to make the 
man more ridiculou, and deteſtable; and the paint 
1s but the more loathed for the reſemblance it had to 
a real beauty. 


But true and intrinſick worth is an eafie and a 
ſtable foundation of repute, the good man follows his 
own natural courſe, and makes no turnings to blind 
his deſigns, he is never afraid of the neareſt ſearch, 
nor ever ſtands in need of a ſubtle contrivance ; time 
it ſelf that defaces all things, and diſcovers Hypo- 
crites, does but add to his luſtre, makes his Rzghte- 
ouſneſs as clear as the light, and his juſt dealing as the 
a00n-day : | The roots of his reputation are ſound, as 
well as its branches flourithing, the longer it ſtands, 
the more ſubſtantial it grows, and its very old Age 1s 
blooming and fruitful. Since therefore Vertue does 
ſo certainly produce and conſerve a good name,it muſt 
_ bealfo the Parent of Wealth and Riches, which de- 
pznd upon nothing more than a general confidence 
the world has in us, and an univerſal reputation of 
honeſty and fidelity, 


4. And laſtly, That Piety and Vertue are the moſt 
D 2 effectual 
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effettual means of. obtaining: Riches, will hence ap- 
pear, in that they. direct to the uſe of thoſe methods 
which are honeſt and lawful, and abominate all ſuch as 
are falſe and «njuſt : Now that the laudable and al- 
lowed means of acquiſition muſt be likewiſe in their 
own nature the moſt efficacious and ſucceſsful will 
certainly be confeſled, if we conſider that they are 
ſuch as are chalked out, allowed and commanded by 
Almighty God for this end, and the contrary are but 
the ſuggeſtions of the Devil, and the inventions of 
vicious men ;z if therefore the honeſt means of gain 
are not alſo ſuch as are really and in effe&t the moſt 
productive of their end, one of theſe abſurdities muſt 
neceſlarily follow, either that God Almighty did not 1 
know what were the fitteſt means, or that he is not 
able to make them ſucceſsful, or elſe that he delights 
in the diſappointments of mankind ; the firſt of which 
would be a blaſphemous robbing of God of his Wiſ- 
dom and Omniſcience, and would make the Father of 
Lies more prudent in his contrivances than the Father 
of Spirits ; the ſecond would be a ridiculous denial of 
his/Omnipotence and Power, and would make the ef- 
ficacy of Divine Wiſdom out-done by-the wicked po- 
licy of the worſt of men; and the Jaſt would prove 
too undecent a refle&tion upon his Juſtice and Good- 
neſs, and would infer that God himſelf conſtantly 
does,what the height of human Tyranny and Cruelty 
ſeldom arrives to, pleaſe himſelf with the pains and 
troubles of the innocent, and the fruitleſs toils and 
labours of the induſtrious. 


And indeed if we would but refle& calmly and im- 
Z Fj partially, 
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partially, we ſhould find that not only Reaſon, but 
Experience too confirms this aflertion, that the honeſt- 
eft means are generally the ſureſt ; and if we could 
but perſuade our ſelves to make our obſervations of 
the occurrences in the World without envy, malice; 
or ſatyr, we ſhould diſcover more inſtances of Fami- 
lies raiſed, Eſtates gained, and Fortunes made, by di- 
ligence and labour, juſtice and truth, honeſt dealing 
and fidelity, and by actions truly noble and generous, 
than by ſight, tricks, hypocrifte, perjury and baſeneſs ; 
ſo that if we would either follow the light of Reaſon, 
or the conduct of Example, we muſt walk in the plain 
path that God laies open to us, and never conſult our 
own vicious inchnations for by-diſcoveries, muſt be 
diligent in our Callings, and honeft in our defigns, de- 
ſpiſe any helps that are ſhameful and baſe, and truſt - 
to Providence for happineſs and ſucceſs. 


2. Piety therefore is in its own nature the moſt ef- 
fectual means of obtaining the goods of this World,and . 
the vertuous man 1s moſt likely to be r:ch; yet ſtill all 
Riches are but tranſitory things, they make themſelves 
wings and fly away can Vertue change their uncertain 
nature, and make that which is fo ſhppery become 
firm and ſtable? yes even in this reſpe& too the pre- 
valency of goodneſs is very conſpicuous; though it 
does not pretend znfall:bly to aſſure our temporal en- 


 jovments, and to make its acquiſitions as eternal as it 


ſelf, yet it brings along with it the greateſt ſecurity 
ſuch things are capable of; durable Riches are with 
her, ſhe does not only affiſt her Votaries in their pur- 
ſuit, but confirms them likewiſe in a laſting poſſeſſion, 
which'is my ſecond particular. Now 
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Now the ſecuring of Riches, or making them du- 
rable, may be conſidered in a double reſpect, either 
( 1.) In relation to our ſelves, or ( 2.) In relation to 


our poſterity. 


1. In relation to our ſelves; Piety contributes to 
the ſecuring of Plenty and Riches to their preſent poſ- 
ſefſors, or to thoſe that gain them; and here though 
the matter be capable of very ample illuſtration from 
ſeveral Topicks, yet it being an approved Maxim, that 
all thin2.: are beſt preſerved by the ſame means they are = 
duced, having already proved that Vertue 1s the beſt 
method of acquiring Wealth, I need not ſpend much 
time to evince that 'tis the beſt means of preſerving it 

| likewiſe; to omit therefore the Arguments which may 
be taken from the bleſſing of God which ſurrounds 
his Servants with his Providence, from the love and 
kindneſs of men which is a natural product of good- 
neſs, from the hatred and envy that conſtantly attends 
thoſe who raiſe themſelves by undue means,from the 
unconſtancy of Vice it ſelf, and conſequently of all 
that depends upon it ; to omit, I fay, theſe and ſeve- 
ral other ſuch like heads of diſcourſe, I ſhall confirm 
this preſent Propoſition only with theſe two Contti- 


derations. 


I. That whatever is got by means that are repug- 
nant to Piety, is not to be kept, but muſt be parted 
with; Repentance is a ſevere ſort of Phyſick, and muſt 
purge away all our acquired corruptions, before 1t can 
reſtore us into a ſtate of ſpiritual health ; reſtitution 


of what we have unjuſtly gotten from our Neighbour 
| 5 : 
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is abſolutely neceſſary in order to our reconciliation 
with God ; that muſt be returned by compaſſion and 
charity, which was extorted by rapsne and oppreſſion ; 
whatever was got by flattering or aſſiſting others in 
their debaucheries, muſt be employed in that which 
ſhall promote Piety, and encourage the virtuous; the 
fruits of perfidy, fraud and deceit muſt be all amaſſed 
together, to make a Free-will Offering for the ſins that 
gained them,and we muſt wath our hands of the produ#t, 
if ever we would have our Souls wafhed of the guzlt ; 
what a miſerable ſort of deluſion is this, to make haſte 
to heap up Riches by ſuch means, that if ever we con- 
ſider we muſt make more haſte to refund them! 


Whereas he that ſcorns any ill means of encreaſing' 
his ſtore, and makes his deſires ſtill move in obedience: 
to his duty, he that lays hold on nothing, but that to- 
which Juſtice gives him a right, nor conſults the Devik 
and his luſts to gain that which is the gift of God,ſuch- 
a man finds himſelf ſecure in his enjoyments, .he can 
ſhew histitle to them by the grant of the King of Kings, 
whom he has faithfully ſerved,and by whoſe bounty he 
hath been enriched, can with Samnel challenge the' 
whole world to lay claim to. any thing in his-hands,he 
can look on his own Fortune, without reflecting on his: 
Neighbours ruine, and as he gain'd honeſtly. and with- 
out 1in, ſo he can enjoy ſecurely and without remorſe. 


2. My ſecond Conſideration to prove that Vertue 
contributes to the ſecuring of Riches, is that all Vices 
havea natural tendency to impoverith mankind, and 
were not the. gains of impiety. to be refunded, yet its- 

own. 
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- own ſinful off-fpring would devour and conſume them. 
To inſtance in ſome few, Ambrtzon treads upon Wealth, 
if it beto mount to honour, and will make it ſelf real- 
ly poor only to have the vanity of appearing great ; 
Luxury and Riot know no bounds, and the revenue of 
Nature it ſelf will ſcarce fatishe the appetite of: that 
perſon that gives himſelf over to the dominion of his 
palate; Lzſt and Debauchery deftray Body and Eſtate 
together,and the greateſt comfort: they afford, is that 
they ruine the Perſon as faſt as his Wealth, and the 
man is not like to ſurvive his Poverty 3 Idteneſs and 
Sloth does conſtantly waſte without any acquilition, 
and lets that. ruſt and corrupt thraugh diſuſe, that 
ſhould be preſerved and improved by action and ma- 
nagement :; Anger, Enuy and Malice engage in enmity 
and quarrels,chargeable always 1n the carrying on,and 
in the conſequence generally pernicious ; and Fattron 
and Difobedience expoſe the Authors to the vengeance 
of the Magiſtrate, and their Fortunes fall a Victim to 
Juſtice. 


Even Avarzce it ſelf which locks up and guards what 
it has with-held from its. own nouriſhment: and: the 
wants ofithe diſtrefled; does not only rob it ſelf of the 
uſe of what it has,and ſo 7n-effett makes it as if it were 
not, but ſeems alſo to provoke the whole world to en- 
gage in its ruine.z the avaricious perſon is looked: upon 
as a common enemy, and every one rejoyces when he 
18 etther by ſubtlety: or- force ſpoiled 'of his beloved 
Mammon, he invites Thieves to rob him, the cunning 
to deceive him, and generally even his neareſt Rela- 
tions to cheat and circumvent him; in ſhort, he has 
the 
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the conſtant torment of being always watchful and 
never ſecure; fo that Vertue muſt needs be an admira- 
ble rad 11a of our Fortunes,in preventing ſo many 
ſpoilers which our luſt, ' paſion' or folly do naturally 
produce,in ſecuring us from all that might impoveriſh:; 
us from within by humility, diligence and temperance; 
and defending us from all that may hurtus from with-; 
out, by the exerciſe of &4ndneſs, obediente and charity.” : 


2, But the efficacy of Piety is not bounded: here, it* 
reaches beyond the grave, and entails its-bleſſings up- 
on future generations; poſterity is ſecured by it in the 
enjoyment of the Fortunes of its predeceſflors, and the. 
good man 1s a Benefafor as well asa Parent even to re- 
mote ſucceſhons, which is the laſt thing I am to ſhew.. 


' It was well obſerved by the Poet,that the third Heir: 
has ſeldom cauſe to vaunt of an Eſtate unjuſtly gotten,, 
the curſe of God goes along with it,and a ſecret worm: 
eats and devours itz as the means of getting it were 
ſhameful, and could not bear the light, ſo the ruine of 
it is wrought by an inviſtble hand, and we ſee the 
downfal even when we cannot diſcern the blow. 
Though God Almighty may ſometim-s, for reaſons 
beſt known to his Divine Wiſdom, not only ſuffer the 
ungodly to flouriſh like a green Bay-tree, but to have 
Children likewiſe at his deſire, to die in peace, and leave 
the reſt of his ſubſtance to his Babes, yet the next that 

oes by obſerves that his Family is gone, he ſeeks him, 

ut bis place can no where be found; the vain hopes of 
calling the Land after his own name are ſoon vaniſh- 


ed, and there is now no means left to know that there 
| E ever 
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24 
ever was ſuch a perſon, but the greatneſs of his ruines; 
or the.curſed memory of his oppretiions. 


| But the generation of the faithful ſhall be bleſſed 


as well as himſelf, riches and honours are eſtabliſhed « * 


his houſe, and his righteouſneſs endureth for ever. God is 

pleaſed for the encouraging of Vertue, to take care 
not only. of good men themſelves, but likewiſe of that 
which 15 their greateſt concern, their Children and Po- 
ſterity, and ſo to ſhew mercy unto thouſands of them that 
love him and keep his Commandments ,, even wicked 
perſons themſelves have been ſpared, bleſſings con- 
tinued, yea and Kingdoms prolonged in a Famuly, for 
the ſake of an Abraham, an 1fraet or a David. Belides, if 
Riches have been obtained by laudable means,the ſame 
Piety which regulated their acquiſition, will mould 
and inftruc thoſe that are to inherit them, and will 
make Parents as ſollicitous of propagating their Piety 
as their Being to their poſterity, and ſo ſupport their 
Family with the double foundation of their deſcen- 
dants Vertues and their own; fo that he that ſhall be- 
gin his obſervations young,and continue them on to a. 
good old age, yet ſhall ſcarce ever diſcover in all the 
varieties of the world, one righteous man forſaken, or bis 
feed begging their bread. 


By what has been faid I hope I have in ſome mea- 
fure evinced the truth of what I at firſt propoſed,name- 
ly, that Piety and Vertue, though they are not rnfol- 
Lble and never-failing means of railing a Fortune 
in the world, yet are in their own zature and  ac- 
cording to the common courſe of things, the mon. Mo: 

able 
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bable means of acquiring Wealth and Riches, of ſecu- 
ring their poſſeſlion to our ſelves, and continuing their 
deſcent to our poſterity, and that therefore riches and 
honour are with them, yea durable riches and righteouſneſs. 


From the preceding Diſcourſe there may be ſeveral 
very uſeful Inferences drawn, to which I cannot now 
gon pony 3 As (1.) We may hence diſcover - 
the infinite love of God to us, in endeavouring to win 
us to our duty by two Motives ſo agreeable to human 
Nature, as the enriching our ſelves, and providing for 
our poſterity. (2.) The great folly,as well as wickedneſs 
of purſuing unjuſt gain, or uſing unlawful means of 
acquiſition. ( 3.) The unreaſonableneſs of retaining 
what Piety, Charity, or any other part of our me 
calls upon us to diſpence. (4.) The smprudence as we 
as {infulneſs of ſpending that time which is ſet apart 
for devotion and the ſervice of God upon our private 
employments. And (5.) The unhappy miſtake of too 
many Parents, in thinking they have made a good 
proviſion for their Children, when they have taught 
them cunning and policy, and inſtructed them in an 
Employment, without imprinting in their minds the 
Rules of Vertue, and the Principles of Religion. But 
not having time to proſecute theſe, I muſt content my 
ſelf barely to have named them, and muſt recommend 
theſe, and ſuch other Inferences that ariſe from what 
has been ſaid, to your own private meditation. 


New to God the Father, &. 
FINIS. 


